Promotion Guidelines for Kindergarten to Fifth Grade
The student’s promotion is dependent upon several factors as reported on this progress report.  Those include:
 Attendance 
Student must attend 90% of the school year in order to be promoted.  If a student attends less than 90% he or she must be retained or assigned to the next grade determined by proficiency level.

Wagner Law 

The promotion policy at a minimum must include the following: 
· Students must pass 50% of their instructional program (ELA, Math, Science and Social Studies) 

and 

· Students must pass ELA as one of the subjects.

BP is not considered a passing grade in any content area. 

Wagner Law 
200.7 PROMOTION 
1.0 Each local school district shall have a promotion policy for kindergarten through grade 12. 
1.1    Local school districts must follow the requirements for promotion as defined in 14 Del. C.   

         Chapter 1, Section 153, titled Matriculation and Academic Promotion Requirements and   

         the Administrative Manual for Exceptional Children. 
1.2    The promotion policies for grades 1-8 must also, at a minimum, include the following: 
1.2.1  Students in grades 1-8 must receive instruction in English Language Arts or its 
         equivalent, mathematics, social studies, and science each year as defined in the Delaware 
         Content Standards. 
1.2.2  Students in grades 1-8 must pass 50% of their instructional program each year 
         (excluding physical education) to be promoted to the next grade level.  One of the 
         subject areas that must be passed is English Language Arts or its equivalent.  English 
         Language Arts or its equivalent includes English as a Second Language (ESL) and 
         bilingual classes that are designed to develop the English language proficiency of 
         students who have been identified as LEP.  Classes in English Language Arts,  

         mathematics, science and social studies include those which employ alternative 
         instructional methodologies designed to meet the needs of LEP students in the content 
         areas. 

Special Education

· Students with an IEP (Individualized Education Plan) who meet the criteria above for promotion will be promoted to the next grade level.

· Students with an IEP who do not meet grade level promotion criteria but make adequate IEP progress must be assigned based on the IEP Team’s recommendation.  

· A student who does not meet the grade level expectations for their current placement may not be marked promoted and must be either assigned or retained based on the IEP Team’s recommendation.

English Language Learners (ELL)

· Students who are ELL(English Language Learners ) who meet the criteria above for promotion will be promoted to the next grade level.

· Students who are ELL(English Language Learners )  who do not meet grade level promotion criteria must be assigned.  

· A student who does not meet the grade level expectations for their current placement may not be marked promoted and must be assigned.
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Christina School District

                        Elementary Progress Report 

 Grades 1-5 Parent Handbook

                                   2013-14

Dear Parents/Guardians,

 

The elementary progress report is a standards-based report card. This means students will be evaluated on progress towards meeting the Christina School District established grade level benchmarks and National Common Core State Standards. 
 
The student is evaluated in language arts, math, science, and social studies using the following performance key:

EP-Exceeds proficiency level*

MP-Meets proficiency level


NP-Near proficiency level


BP-Below proficiency level

 

The report card is intended to give you information about your child’s academic progress related to the National Common Core State Standards and District benchmarks rather than using letter grades such as A, B, C.  The intent of this report is to better inform parents of your child’s progress toward the standard rather than an average of performance over time.  The student’s report card also includes both information about your child’s performance in the applied arts (art, music and physical education) as well as information related about related services and attendance.

Parental Involvement
It is critical that parents attend their child’s conferences when requested in order to receive the most complete picture of their child’s progress.  Through these face-to-face conferences, parents will see actual samples of student work and have discussions with the teacher about student progress. This is also an excellent opportunity to discuss concerns or questions. 
Definition of Terms
Standards-based report card:  A report card that reports student progress based on a set of established expectations (curriculum-based measures, common assessments, scoring rubrics, etc.)  This report card also measures a student’s progress related to specific state standards (topics within each subject).

Rubric:  A scoring tool that describes what a child has to do to earn a particular score.   Rubrics are used as scoring tools in all subject areas.  A copy of the Delaware State CCSS Writing rubric is attached.) 

 

Proficiency level:  The level at which a child is performing related to his/her grade level expectations.  The performance levels are BP (below proficiency), NP (near proficiency), MP (meets proficiency) and EP (exceeds proficiency)

*In order for students to earn an EP grade, they must consistently be working above grade level with above grade level core materials (leveled readers, novels, math enrichment activities, etc.) AND scoring in the 96-100% range on these materials.  

For more information on the Christina School District instructional programs please see our website www.christinak12.org and for more information of on the National Common Core State Standards refer to www.corestandards.org
Each trimester your child’s progress, in specific skill areas, is marked using proficiency levels. 

Language Arts/Reading

Students are assessed in 5 areas of reading instruction: phonics and decoding/word analysis; vocabulary; ability to read and comprehend grade level text; written comprehension; and effective strategy use.
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A variety of assessments will be used to measure the student’s progress toward meeting the standard in each of these areas of reading.  Samples of these assessments will be shared with you at parent conferences. 

Student performance will also be measured/observed throughout the trimester as students read and discuss a variety of text during classroom instruction.

Language Arts/Writing

In writing, students are working toward requirements specified in the state of DE writing rubric. Students also receive writing proficiency levels each marking period.  The student’s writing proficiency is noted at the top of the writing section.

 

The writing traits section gives you specific information related to the student’s skill level based on the Delaware State CCSS Rubrics (a scoring tool with a 1-4 scale).  A copy of one of the Delaware State CCSS Rubrics also appears in this handbook. For each grade level and discourse specific (narrative, opinion, informative) rubric see your child’s teacher or the following DE Department of Education website. http://www.doe.k12.de.us/aab/English_Language_Arts/ela_assessment_tools.shtml 

Understand that the writing traits of development and organization are the most important ones related to the student’s writing proficiency.  Students must demonstrate skill in these areas to meet expected proficiency levels.   

**It is important to note that students are expected to meet proficiency levels by the final trimester.  Proficiency levels such as BP (below proficiency) or NP (near proficiency) may be noted in the first or second trimester as children develop their skills in language arts throughout the year.  Since students are working towards an end of year standard, it is the third trimester performance that is most significant when determining final progress in reading and writing.**
Proficiency Levels in Mathematics

Students must have the opportunity to learn and meet the rigorous mathematics common core state standards. Therefore, mathematics includes both content and processes.

 
Math Content

Math experiences include critical math strands: Numbers, Operations & Algebraic Thinking, Measurement & Data, Geometry, and Fractions.

Math Practices

Math process goals in the content areas include problem solving, reasoning, constructing viable arguments, modeling with math, using appropriate tools and attending to precision. 

Proficiency levels measure to what degree the student has mastered the standards. They are a measure of what the students understand and are able to do. Proficiency levels reflect a body of student work. 
 
Proficiency Levels in Science and Social Studies
The areas of science and social studies are evaluated using the same performance key as in mathematics and language arts.  Each marking period a different content or unit is taught.  Therefore, your child’s progress is being measured related to his/her performance on the topics taught during that marking period. Teachers look at student work, assessments, and teacher observations. 
 
SAMPLE








